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Important Dates 

      9/3…………………………………Holiday – NO SCHOOL 

           9/5………………………………………..... OPEN HOUSE                         
            Pre-K and Lower School    6:00 – 6:45pm               
               Upper School     7:00 – 7:45pm 

          9/5……………………………PTA Fall Fundraiser Begins 

          9/10………………..……..…………Holiday – NO SCHOOL 

       9/11………………………………………….….Patriot Day 
 

     9/17………………..……..…..…Interim Reports Issued 
 

9/17 – 21……………………….………….Peace Week 
 

       9/19…………………………..…...Holiday – NO SCHOOL 
 

     9/20..………………….........PTA Fall Fundraiser Ends 
 

     9/28 ……....................SAC/SAF Meeting 7:30 AM 
 

A Message From Our Principal 
What a great start we've had to the 2018-2019 school year!  We 

appreciate everyone's patience while getting used to the increased 

safety and security measures on our campus and throughout our 

District.  If you've been inconvenienced by having to wait in the 

office with your tardy student, the quick fix to that is to arrive 

between 7:25-7:35 when there is no wait in the carline.  If you arrive 

in carpool at 7:40, your child will be late.  Additionally, please 

remember how important it is that your child leave the house with 

everything they need for school.  This will prevent you from having 

to wait at the gate for us to permit you entry onto campus.  Again, 

thank you to all those who are cooperating and understanding of 

our "Safety First" policy! 

This is our fourth year utilizing STEM- Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math.  The best part of my day is when I get to 

see our Panthers "engineering" in their classrooms.  I am so 

impressed with the teaching and learning already taking place in 

the first two weeks!  Our staff is working hard to teach our students 

the BEST (Beyond Expected Student Targets).  By using a variety of 

research-based instructional strategies and programs, we will 

stretch our minds and accelerate our learning.  

Parents have the opportunity to let us know how we're doing by 

providing input into the faculty and administration performance 

evaluations.  If you are interested, please provide your input in 

writing to me by April 30, 2019. 

Our parents and families are always welcome and needed at 

PLE!  Whether you're looking to work with our PTA or volunteer 

in/out of the classroom, we are happy to have you help us!  All you 

need to do is apply online at:  getinvolvedineducation.com.  Thanks 

to all our parents for their continued support. 
Wishing everyone a September to remember! 

@Sasseprincipal   Mrs. Susan Sasse 
                                                                  
A Message From Our Assistant Principal 
Greetings to all Panther Families! For those of you that have not 

yet had an opportunity to meet me, my name is Mr. Hoolihan and I 

am proud to return as your Assistant Principal for 2018-19. I 

consider myself incredibly fortunate to call Pines Lakes my home 

away from home. As a resident of the local community, I take 

great pride in the tremendous opportunity that we have to make a 

positive impact each and every day in the lives of students and 

families.                                                                                          

We are excited to return from summer vacation! Our hallways are 

buzzing with excitement and our terrific students are eager to 

learn. PLE is home to wonderful teachers that have spent countless 

hours preparing their rooms for students to engage in hands-on 

project based exploration and discovery.                               

Students at PLE have been showing off their “Panther Pride” in 
their actions through our P.A.W.S. school-wide positive behavior 

plan. P.A.W.S. is an acronym for Practice Safety, Act 

Responsibly, Work Towards Success, and Show Respect. These 

elements are useful to help guide our interactions on campus; and, 

if applied throughout the day, can help to spread positivity beyond 

the walls of our school. When we work together, we can change 

the world!                                                                                      

Our students have been looking sharp in their back to school 

uniforms. As a reminder, the school uniform consists of:             

Pre-K Students: Navy blue shirt with navy/khaki bottoms             

K-2nd Students: Navy blue polo with Khaki bottoms                  

3rd-5th Students: Yellow top with khaki bottoms & belt              

All students are to wear navy blue jackets and close-toe shoes.     

A huge thank you goes to Mr. Chris Wagner of KW Legacy for 

donating car tags to help with our afternoon dismissal. Additional 

thanks goes to Mr. Chris Ziadie of Office Depot Pembroke Pines 

for donating two boxes of school supplies for our Panthers! If 

you’d like to partner with PLE just reach out to me.                  

Have a STEM-azing September! 

@Mr_Hoolihan                    Mr. John Hoolihan 

        

 

 

I am so excited and thankful to welcome back our PLE Panthers 
and to especially welcome our new Panthers and all of the 
parents.  As we settle in to our new school year and get adjusted 
to the new school board safety policies, I would like to ask that 
everyone try to be patient and comply with the system and rules 
that they have initiated.  PLE staff (as well as the other schools) 
MUST follow these new rules and we are doing our best to be 
patient and comply as well.                                                                   
As our new year gets started and continues, I ask that you please 
be patient and respectful of other parents, drivers, and 
pedestrians during our arrival and dismissal times.  As everyone 
gets accustomed to the drop-off and pick-up system, things will 
run a lot smoother and quicker.  Remember that drop-off time 
begins at 7:10am (for students having breakfast) and 7:20am or 
after for regular drop-off.  The late bell/class start bell rings at 
7:50am at which time the west gates to the drop-off loop will be 
locked.  If arriving later than that, you must enter and drop off 
through the main visitor entrance on Johnson Street.  Dismissal 
and pick-up time is at 1:50pm.  PLEASE BE ON TIME FOR BOTH 
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL.                                                                
Please adhere to all safety school zones by paying attention to the 
flashing amber lights and/or signs indicating a school zone and 15 
mph speed limit.  IMPORTANT- when exiting the drop-off/pick-up 
loops there are posted signs for RIGHT TURN ONLY!  This is for 
both morning and afternoon times!  Avoid causing an accident, 
causing traffic problems, and especially receiving a citation.      
Child restraints/seatbelts are extremely important!  Since the first 
day of school I am noticing infants, car seats, adults, and students 

not secure in their safety restraints.  USE THESE DEVICES!                                                                                         
I will constantly remind you.                                                               
Feel free to contact me via the front office if you have any 
questions or concerns, thoughts or ideas.    Thank you for your 
cooperation!  I look forward to sharing a great school year with all 
of you. 

                                    Thank you! 

                                                                                  Thank you! 

Safety First 
From Officer Soubasis 
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Dear Parents, 
 

Hello! Welcome to the ESE Department. We are all looking forward to a great school year. My name is Ileana Perez, 
and I am Pines Lakes ESE Specialist. The Exceptional Student Education program plays an important part in addressing the 
needs of students who are special learners. The primary focus of each program is to provide the most appropriate 
educational services for the student through nationally recognized curricula and behavioral approaches. The ESE 
department provides services to students, parents and teachers to ensure that students have the necessary tools to 
improve their educational results. We are here to support, guide, and advocate for the Pines Lakes students who are eligible 
for Exceptional Student Education Services. I look forward to a wonderful year! 

 

STEM-AZING STUFF 
Mrs. Funk, STEM Coach 

Greetings PLE families and welcome to another STEM-azing new school year! 
 
I am so excited to be with you again as the PLE STEM Coach and I am looking forward to this year's theme.... 
“Learning is an Adventure to Explore”.  At PLE, our classrooms will continue to be full 
of adventure and exploration through the use of tynker and engineering spaces.  STEM lessons will be 
incorporated across each grade level and throughout the curriculum, allowing students to explore and 
deepen their skills in creativity, critical thinking, communication, and collaboration. Please keep a look out 
for information about our Family STEM Nights as well as the winter and spring break STEM 
challenges.    Grab your binoculars and hiking boots as we get set to begin our adventure! 
 

 Welcome Back to PLE! Where learning is an 

adventure!                                                                
Panther families, welcome back to another amazing 
school year! My name is Johanna Benitez, but 
everyone calls me Ms. Jo! I am the literacy coach at 
PLE and my role is to be a support and resource to 
teachers and students in all areas of literacy. As we 
transition back into everyday routines there are some 
things you can do at home to make sure your child has 
the best experience possible.  
1. Ease back into early bedtime routines. A well-rested 
student is a student who is ready to learn. 2. Eat a 
good breakfast. A healthy breakfast is “brain fuel”. PLE 
Panthers can have free breakfast every day in the 
cafeteria. Doors open at 7:10 a.m. 3. Check folders 
and agendas daily. This will help you and your child be 
up to date with what is going on in the classroom and 
at school. 4. READ-READ-READ! Reading at home 
every night for at least 10-15 minutes improves 
vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, and decoding. 
You can read to your child, take turns reading or they 
can read on their own and you can talk about what 
they read. The more they read the more proficient they 
become in all subject areas. It’s going to be a great 
year! 

 

LOVING LITERACY 
Mrs. Benitez, Literacy Coach 

Greetings parents and students! Welcome back to the ESE 

Department at Pines Lakes Elementary. I am delighted to 

once again come back as your ESE Specialist. The ESE 

Department at Pines Lakes provides services to students, 

parents, and teachers. Our number one focus is always to 

make sure students are receiving the most appropriate 

education services not only through nationally recognized 

curricula and behavioral approaches, but also evidenced 

based approaches. We strive to make sure students have 

the necessary tools to succeed not only academically but 

socially as well. I am looking forward to another fantastic 

year providing support and services to our students. As 

always, the ESE Department at Pines Lakes Elementary is 

the best place to “Be”!! 

 

 

 

SPECIAL PANTHERS 
Dr. Taber, ESE Specialist 

GUIDANCE 
Mrs. Yoloye, School Counselor 

 

 

 My name is Carlene Wolfe-Yoloye and I am honored to be 
the School Counselor at PLE. Our school will continue 
to offer counseling services as a resource to help your 
student succeed in their academic goals, as well as 
support social and emotional growth throughout the 
school year.   
Counseling activities can include individual or group 
counseling, whole classroom guidance and 
observations.  Many of these activities will focus on 
helping students learn ways to build positive social skills, 
gain confidence in their ability to interact with others and 
learn ways to deal with problems and conflicts 
constructively. 
I look forward to working with our students.  
PEACE WEEK 
Choose Peace will be September 17-21, 2018.  
This observance is to focus on creating safe and violence free 
environments where peace and inclusiveness are celebrated. 

 

 

“PAWSITIVE” PTA NEWS 
Join the PTA for an annual membership fee of ONLY $5!                                                                          
Our Fall Fundraiser begins September 5th through the 20th.                                                                                        

Help PTA reach the 2018 fall fundraising goal to sell $10,000! As always, you can reach PTA via email at 

Pantherprideple@yahoo.com 

Text @hg9ef to 81010 and stay informed with Remind for PTA updates and more! 

 

Meal Charges in Cafe:  
Food and Nutrition Services Meals & Universal Breakfast 
is available at all Broward County Public Schools, and 
reimbursed to the District at the student’s eligibility. 
Elementary students sometimes forget their lunch money 
or lose it. As a courtesy to these young students, Food 
and Nutrition Services allows a child to charge ONE 
(1) lunch. After that, the child is given a replacement 
meal. An alternate meal plan has been developed by 
our PTA and Food & Nutrition Services manager. This 
alternate plan consists of a cheese sandwich.  The 
Principal is notified of any student who receives a 
replacement meal for three consecutive days and refers 
those families to the School Social Worker.  
 

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender 

identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. The School Board also provides equal 

access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, 

Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321- 2150 or Teletype Machine 

(TTY) 754-321-2158. 

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) may call Equal Educational 

Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 
 

mailto:Pantherprideple@yahoo.com


 



 


